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1. AS FULL TEXT OF PRIMIN'S JULY 30 PRESS CONFERENCE NOW 

OFFICIALLY TRANSLATED, FOLLOWING NOTEWORTHY EXCERPT ON LAND REFORM 
IS SUBMITTED HEREWITH: 

2. BEGIN QUOTE (UNNECESSARY WORDS OMMITTED): THE LAND TENURE 
SYSTEM HAS NOT BEEN CHANGED TO SUIT MODERN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS. IT REMAINS AS IT WAS IN OLDEN DAYS. IT MUST BE CHANGED, 

AND THIS WAS PLEDGED IN CABINET POLICY STATEMENT EARLY THIS 
YEAR. PROCEDURES OF REFORMING PRESENT LAND TENURE SYSTEM WERE 
DETAILED IN OUR STATEMENT. THERE COULD BE MANY PROBLEMS IN ITS 
IMPLEMENTATION AND SUCH STUDY HAS BEEN DONE OVER PROBLEMS. 

IN GENERAL, I CANNOT IMAGINE THERE IS ANY PERSON WHO 
DOES NOT BELIEVE COUNTRY IS IN DIRE NEED OF LAND REFORM. FOR 
THAT AGGRAVATED FAMINE IN WOLLO. TENANTS THERE COULD HAVE 
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GIVE LION'S SHARE OF PRODUCE TO LANDLORDS. ON THIS LINE, WE CAN 
CONCLUDE LAND TENURE SYSTEM WAS AGGRAVATING FACTOR. AND I FIRMLY 
RELIEVE THAT EFFECTS OF THE DROUGHT COULD HAVE BEEN MINIMIZED 
IF LAND REFORM MEASURES WERE TAKEN SOME TIME EARLIER. THERE MAY 
NOT BE ANY LANDLORD OR OTHERWISE IN COUNTRY WHO SHOW INDIFFERENCE 
TO LAND REFORM WHOSE ABSENCE IN FUTURE WILL MAKE US WITNESS TO 
SITUATIONS SIMILAR TO THAT IN WOLLO. 

FARMERS AND THEIR CHILDREN MUST BE MADE TO ENJOY 

FULLER LIFE; THEY MUST HAVE EDUCATIONAL AND MEDICAL FACILITIES, 

AND THEY CANNOT PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS 
UNLESS THEY GET RETURNS FROM THEIR TOIL. WE ARE DETERMINED TO 
ALLEVIATE RURAL POPULATION FROM GRIM REALITIES OF LIFE PREVAILING 
NOW. MAJOR TASK TO BE UNDERTAKEN IN ORDER HELP RURAL PEOPLE IS 
TO REFORM LAND TENURE SYSTEM, AND THIS CALLS FOR HIGH DEDICATION ON 
OUR PART. THE BIG GAP BETWEEN LIVING STANDARD OF URBAN AND RURAL 
POPULATION MUST BE MADE TO COME CLOSER. 

THE MINISTRY OF LAND REFORM AND DEVELOPMENT IS ALREADY 
PERPARING A DRAFT LAND REFORM BILL BASED ON CABINET POLICY 
STATEMENT. THE DARFT WILL BE CONSIDERED BY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
LATER ON AND SUBMITTED TO PARLIAMENT AFTER RECEIVING APPROVAL 
OF EMPEROR. 

AS I SAID EARLIER. WE ARE DETERMINED TO REFORM 

LAND-HOLDING SYSTEM IN THIS COUNTRY. DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS CANNOT 

PROCEED AN INCH UNLESS LAND REFORM IS EFFECTED. THIS BELIEF 

GOADS US TO REFORM LAND IN WAY THAT WILL SUIT TENANTS AND LANDLORDS. 

THE MAIN OBJECTIVE IS TO TAKE STEPS THAT HELP BRING 
SMOOTH TRANSITION. THE SOCIAL SETUP SHOULD NOT BE BRINK OF 
CHOAS AND DISRUPTION. NOTHING THAT CREATES CHAOS IN SOCIETY 
WILL BE ATTEMPTED. WE WILL TRY TO CONVINCE LAND HOLDERS AND 
TENANTS THAT STEPS TO BE TAKEN ARE FOR COMMON GOOD OF NATION. 
CONCERNED PEOPLE MUST UNDERSTAND WHOLE PROBLEM. WE WILL BE 
VERY CAUTIOUS NOT TO UNDERTAKE MEASURES THAT CREATE 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND DIVISION AMONG PEOPLE. END QUOTE. 
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